MARLBOROUGH
to join the Alliance upon adequate gratifications with 5000
troops at once and 20,000 in prospect. Thus while the French
were gathering their forces in Belgium and Luxembourg
the army which was to meet them in the spring, raised and
bound together by the wealth of the Maritime Powers, came
swiftly into being under the hand of its future leader.
The territorial objectives of the war having been at length
agreed, the three principals proceeded to discuss the denombre-
mmt. It was finally settled that the Empire should bring
into the field against France 82,000 men, the Dutch 100,000,
and the English 40,000, together with an equal number for
the fleet. Archdeacon Coxe had the misfortune to leave out
a nought from the Dutch total, which he stated at no more
than 10,000 men. This obvious slip or misprint has ever
since been dutifully copied by many historians and bio-
graphers.1 Thus easily do chains of error trail link after link
through history. The following hitherto unpublished letter
from Marlborough to Godolphin sent after the conclusion of
the treaty makes the position clear :2
HAGUE
Sept. 6/17, 1701
*We have had the wind so contrary, that I believe the treaty
which I have sent is not yet arrived.    The Emperor's Minister
has given the number of his Master's troops, which amounts in
all to one hundred, and eight thousand men, of which they will
be obliged to send four score and two thousand to act against
France, as we shall agree; the rest must continue in Hungary,
and their garrisons.    The number of Dutch troops  are  near
one hundred thousand, besides what they send to sea, so that it
will be my part now to speak for England, and though I am fully
resolved not to finish this matter till the Parliament meets, yet
I must say something, and I desire to know your opinion, if I
should not acquaint the Lords Justices, and desire their direc-
tions.   The King is very desirous to have me conclude the
Treaty with the King of Prussia.   I shall give all the obstructions
1 J5.& Wolseley, ii, 400; Taylor, i, 45 ; Atkinson, 160.
* The exact figures arc also to be found in the C./,, xiii, 64-65, The
Emperor was to provide sixty-six regiments of foot and twenty-four of horse,
the Dutch eighty-two foot and twenty horse, the English thirty-three foot and seven
hotse. The Commons agreed to these proportions on January 10,1702,
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